Background on Zephaniah

I. The Man

A. His name means Jehovah hides

B. Hezekiah the king was his great , great grandfather

C. He probably lived in Jerusalem

D. He is the only prophet of royal descent

E. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah

II. The Message

A. Key Phrase: “The Day of the LORD”

1. The key to understanding this phrase is found in the book

2. This phrase is used 19 times

3. There are two parts to “the day of the Lord.”

a. Judgment

b. Restoration

4. Definition: A divine interruption of or intrusion into human affairs for the purpose of bringing about purification and maintaining a realization of God’s sovereignty.

B. Date: Between  635 – 612 BC

(Sometime during Josiah’s reign)

C. Tribulation, Armageddon, and millennial kingdom are all mentioned.

D. Theme verse could be 1:7a

